Name Date Case Study

Read the cases, then answer the questions following them.

Airbus Industries, the world’s largest manufacturer of passenger aircraft, is producing a new
range of planes. These planes are more efficient than the existing models in order to save
fuel — they are 20% more economical!

They are also much quieter than earlier models. Many airlines want to buy these planes
even though they are expensive. They airlines will save fuel but also improve their image of
‘social responsibility’.

Plane makers and airlines are worried by Greenpeace pressure group activity. This
organization claims that aircraft will cause 20% of the world’s air pollution by 2020. It is
asking governments to put high taxes on aircraft fuel to make air travel more expensive.
Airbus hope that the new range of planes will reduce the need for such taxes.

Questions

1. Does all business activity lead to environmental damage? Explain using examples.

(3)

2. Why do businesses often want to seem to be ‘socially responsible’?

(3)

3. When should businesses such as Airbus respond to pressure from groups such as Greenpeace,

do you think?

(4)
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Tunweni Drinks in Namibia was the first to adopt the country’s Zero Emissions Research
Initiative (ZERI). Examples of sustainable development initiatives at the Tunweni site are:

Fibres from grain used in the production process are recycled and used in cultivating
mushrooms.

Methane gas is produced from waste using a biodigester- the gas is used as energy
within the plant.

Waste water is used to farm fish in a newly constructed pond.

‘This makes our business much more sustainable and gives us a competitive edge’ said the
Chief Executive Officer of Tunweni Drinks.

Questions

1.

2.

3.

What is meant by the term ‘sustainable development’?

(2)

Explain why the three initiatives taken by Tunweni Drinks make the business ‘more sustainable’.

(3)

Explain why the Chief Executive Officer believes that the business now has a ‘competitive edge’.

(3)
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